
 
 

2016 Candidate 
Endorsement 

Questionnaire  
 
Thank you for your interest in a Fem Dems endorsement. We will review your questionnaire 
and invite you to an upcoming meeting to speak to our members.  
 
First and Last Name  Jenny Bach 
Office running for California Democratic Party Secretary 
Date of election May 20, 2017 
Website URL bachforcdp.com 
Campaign Contact Mike Sharif (408) 688-6402 / Robbie Abelon 707) 373-1143 
Phone Number (916) 384-5710 
Email Address bachforcdp@gmail.com / jennybach.mail@gmail.com 
 
Please return the completed questionnaire with your bio and any other relevant information to: 
valeria@femdems.org  
 
 
1. What is your definition of feminism? How does your definition influence your decision making process? 
My definition of feminism is that it is a form of identity and thought of promoting and advocating for women’s 
choices/rights. My definition influences my decision making process because it makes me mindful of not just 
who I am and what I stand for as a woman, but to fight and defend other women’s rights as well. 
 
2. Describe your most memorable experience of political activism on issues regarding women's rights?  
My most memorable experience of political activism on issues regarding women’s rights was helping to put on 
a Fight Like a Girl event at Sacramento State in 2014. I helped organize Planned Parenthood and Naral 
Pro-Choice California to be on the panel. I believe the Fem Dems of Sacramento were fellow co-hosts of the 
event as well! It was memorable because we heard from great guests on the panel, but the audience was also 
included in giving our thoughts about the importance of Pro-Choice. 
 

3. How would you support efforts to protect Planned Parenthood and other women’s health providers to ensure 
that all women – and men – have access to the reproductive health services they need?  

I will always be the biggest advocate I can to protect Planned Parenthood. I grew up in a traditional 
Asian-American family. Conversations about sex and reproductive health were taboo in my household. Because 
of that, I turned to Planned Parenthood clinics locally to learn about sexual health as a teen, and have always 
appreciated how welcoming they were to me. As we move forward through these unknown times with a new 
Presidential administration, I will do what I can to keep reproductive health services open. That means local 
organizing, lobbying our legislators, making calls, and writing the letters needed to ensure that services are 
accessible. 
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4. In your opinion, what are the biggest issues facing the women of Sacramento and how would you work to 
address them? 
Working in a political field, I see a lot of issues women face. I hear daily condescending undertones quite often 
between male colleagues to female colleagues, many times unknown to either party. However, outside of the 
workplace, I see many women who are in need of homes and personal items needed for their health. I want to 
work harder to address these issues. I attended a great Fem Dems event where guests were able to give a 
donation of menstrual pads and other items. I think having drives where our local active organizations can get 
together to collect needed items to donate to women in need would be a great benefit to our Sacramento 
community. 
 
 
5. What differentiates you from your opponent(s)? 
Being an Asian-American woman under the age of thirty is diverse in its own way. However, I think my 
platform reflects a slight difference between my opponents and I. I am able to share perspective from the 
standpoint of my diversity. I am able to offer perspectives on the Asian and Pacific Islander community, a 
vastly growing community in California. I am a big proponent of transparency and want to make information 
from the Party as accessible and user-friendly as possible for everyone who wants to be involved. As a woman 
having faced the prejudices of being female, I believe that I am a strong fighter for myself and for others in my 
field. It is time to break out of the stereotypes of who we are labeled as, and instead use those identities to 
bridge the gap with others. 
 

6. What are the first three things you would do in office to help improve our community? 
The first thing I would do is tackle the websites and contact information listed on the CDP webpage. A lot of it 
is outdated.  

The second thing I hope to do is to set up an information box where Central Committee Chairs and delegates are 
able to leave their opinions on what they would like to see prioritized in the Party. This will require a lot of 
archiving and data collecting. 

The third thing I would like to accomplish is to set up meetings with our Party leadership and Party Regional 
Directors to set up consistent “town halls” or meetings in different regions to talk about organizing and how to 
engage our communities to take action. I am aware that the Party has a manual/guidebook, but we should be out 
there making sure that these meetings are going on for our newer activists. 
 

7. How did you hear about the Fem Dems? Have you been involved with the Fem Dems before? 
 
I first heard about the Fem Dems when I started getting involved with the Sacramento County Young Dems. I 
have gone to events that the Fem Dems have held in the past year. 


