
 

 

2016 Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire  

 
Thank you for your interest in a Fem Dems endorsement. We will review your questionnaire 
and invite you to an upcoming meeting to speak to our members.  
 

First and Last Name  Daniel C. Weitzman 

Office running for State Controller, California Democratic Party  

Date of election May 20, 2017 

Website URL Weitzmanforcontroller.net 

Campaign Contact Dan Weitzman 

Phone Number 916 444-1186 

Email Address dan@danweitzman.net 

 

Please return the completed questionnaire with your bio and any other relevant information to: 
valeria@femdems.org  
 

 
1. What is your definition of feminism? How does your definition influence your decision making process? 
To me, Feminism is about respect. Feminism is world view that is about equal opportunity for all people to 

succeed in our world. Feminism is not only setting goals and benchmark for a fairer society, its taking everyday 

actions toward that end. As a son, a brother, a husband and a father, it is my duty, to work as a political leader 

to bring more issues of equality to the forefront and make them part of everyday life. I view my strong feminist 

values as the core of my life philosophy. I am guided by them in my day to day interactions with my colleagues 

and draw a strong connection to them with my very personal religious faith. In sum, Feminism should be like 

water, clear and nourishing to the body and soul.  
 
2. Describe your most memorable experience of political activism on issues regarding women's rights?  
As a newly elected President of the CSUS Young Democrats in 1989, I was asked to bring a small group of 

members to help do a “clinic defense “at the Feminist Women’s Health Center (FWHC). The coordinator said 

we would serve as “escorts” for the women and men who were seeking reproductive options at the clinic and 

she had heard that there was going to be a demonstration by Operation Rescue (OR) to “block” the doors of 

the clinic and stop clients from entering the clinic. At the time, Operation Reuse was the voice and soul of the 

anti-choice movement and was traveling across the country spreading their Right-wing anti-choice hate. No 

method of intimidation was beyond them. Aside from trying to physically block the doors of clinics with people, 

they also would walk up to clients and say things like, “Hey, mom... Don’t kill me today” or “Hey mom, why 

don’t you love me.” On this day at the FWHC, over 1,000 OR demonstrators showed up and we battle them for 

4 hours with our small, but tough Choice advocates. We were on the cover of the Sacramento Bee and got a 

tremendous response from allied groups. This experience opened my eyes to the fights we must fight and to 

never give in to hate.  This was also the start of the rapid growth of the CSUS Young Democrats and a Pro-

choice movement on campus. Our Club swelled from 10 members to over 200 and the CSUS Students for 

Choice was founded a few months later. Two years later CSUS became a PRO-CHOICE campus by a vote of 

the students!  
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3. How would you support efforts to protect Planned Parenthood and other women’s health providers to 
ensure that all women – and men – have access to the reproductive health services they need?  
I would do everything in my power to make sure access to Choice and family planning is clear and direct. I 

would show up when needed, speak out when necessary and march on command.  

 

 

4. in your opinion, what are the biggest issues facing the women of Sacramento and how would you work 
to address them?  
The biggest issue facing women in our region is the battle to get more women elected to state and local office. 
Our county delegation has only one woman in State office (Galgiani) that is currently in the Senate and no 
women in the Assembly. We also only have one woman in on the Sacramento City Council (Ashby). As an 
elected party leader, I will work to mentor women and girls to get involved and get elected to all offices with 
real goals and plans. 
 
 
5. What differentiates you from your opponent(s)? 
My opponent is a good person. He cares about the Democratic party and wants to contribute. In my view, we 

differ on how and why we want to be CDP Controller. I want to be Controller because, as a long-term member 

of the Finance Committee, I know what it takes to keep the party financially strong and I have participated as 

an active member and Co-chair of this committee. I am also the only candidate in this race that has a firm grip 

on what it takes to elect strong progressive democrats to office up and down California. In addition, I know 

that campaigns are about ideas and values, but if those ideas and values are not communicated and reinforced, 

they can’t be implemented. I want to be the Controller for the work and the breath of work. I plan to set my 

agenda around being the best controller I can be. As Controller, I want to be a leader and a mentor to those 

who need help and those who also want to be helpful in the future. I am a candidate for all Caucuses and all 

members of our very diverse party and allies. To me, when times are tough and we need guidance, we must 

grow our flock; not proselytize the heretics’.  

 

 

6. What are the first three things you would do in office to help improve our community? 

I would show up to as many Clubs as invited and listen to what the leaders and activists have to say about the 

state of our Party and do my level best to be either voice. I will also solicit ideas and recruit workers to make 

those ideas become real. In sum, I will get to work on day one to making our party leaders be of service to its 

members.  

7. How did you hear about the Fem Dems? Have you been involved with the Fem Dems before? 

The Fem Dems have been an active force in Sacramento for several years. I have heard about them through 

their work and their actions. I look forward to getting to know more of its members and working side by side 

with them in the future.  


